
After Edward Trickett won the inaugural sculling world championship on the Thames in 1876 Australians dominated 
this sport for 61 years. Professional sculling attracted enormous crowds and inspired massive betting. 

Sculling and Skulduggery provides a comprehensive study of a sport that helped put Australia at the forefront.  
It examines the sport’s meaning for Australian society.

Individual chapters explore the evolution and organisation of professional sculling as well as the links between amateur 
officials and professional scullers. The book also explores why professional sculling failed to maintain its pre-eminent 
status in Australian sport.
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