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Important letter to all Rowing Clubs from Rowing ACT – 3 November 2010
Event management of a number of sports in ACT
has been put under the spotlight in response to the
2006 death of a cyclist while participating in the
Fitz’s Challenge.
A subsequent coronial enquiry commissioned in
2008 identified issues which have implications for
the sport of rowing too. In response to safety
concerns, Rowing ACT (RACT) is under increasing
pressure to relocate the hosting of major regattas
away from Lady Denman Drive to an alternate
location, possibly Weston Park, and to address
similar concerns in a modified way for its smaller
Col Panton First Across the line: Christabelle Northam
regattas. Following direction from AFP and Roads ACT,
RACT must respond to illegal parking on both north and
south sides of Lady Denman Drive, cyclist management and safety through the regatta site, congestion
resulting from boat trailers and the failure of past park ‘n ride schemes.
RACT is in the process of exploring a number of options and will endeavour to formalise any changes as soon as
possible. Until further notice would all clubs please observe the following:
Trailers:
For Arrival at Lady Denman Drive before 7.00am: trailers may be driven down below bike path. Trailers to be
detached from towing vehicle and towing vehicle parked as below.
For trailers arriving after 7.00am: For unloading, rigging and launching, locate trailers at Kurrajong Point rocky
beach at northern end of Weston Park or concrete staging/grassed area adjacent to boat ramp on John Cardiff
Close at Black Mountain Peninsula.
Spectator and Rower Parking:
Approximately 30 designated parking spots are available at Lady Denman Drive. Additional parking can be found at
Black Mountain Peninsula or Acacia Inlet. Please note parking inspectors and police will be monitoring compliance
at Lady Denman Drive.
Tent Set‐Up:
All tents to be set up below the cycle path i.e. the lake side of the path.
Boat Safety:
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All boats fitted with shoes must have heel ties and quick release laces/bindings. Heel ties should restrict heel
movement to no more than 70mm. Boats must also have a bow ball firmly fitted. Boats that do not comply with
these safety requirements will not be allowed to race. Spot checks of boats will be performed throughout the
season.
It is also important that rowers observe some basic requirements to promote water safety during regattas.
• Rowers approaching the course should do so with care.
• Rowers should give way, and stay clear, of boats completing races.
• Rowers should proceed from the finish to the start with caution, rowing between the big red buoy at the finish of
the course closest to the northern bank and the northern bank itself.
• Rowers should refrain from stopping immediately past the finish line to make adjustments to gear etc. If you wish
to make adjustments, please continue down the course for a further 100m to avoid congesting the finish area.
• Do not attempt to row back through the finish area against the traffic pattern. If you need to return to the bank
you should row up the course to approximately 100m from the finish, and then cross the course at that point
ensuring the course is clear for your transit across the course. Alternatively, you can pull up to the jetty adjacent
to the umpire area and seek assistance to arrange for any forgotten item via the jetty.
• Rowers should be vigilant when rowing through the narrow areas on the way to the start. Rowers must avoid
moving onto the course and also take care to avoid collisions where there is congestion.
• Rowers should proceed to the marshalling area prior to their race and make themselves known to the marshal
boat. The Marshal point is at the 1250m mark for 1000m starts, and in the open area adjacent to the course
between the 1500m and 1800m starts. Please note that you should arrive at the start with a good margin of time
to spare. Boats arriving after the 2 minute warning has been given may not be permitted to start.
• Rowers should ensure they have adequate sun protection and drinking water when proceeding to the start area.
Starts can be delayed by windy conditions, and the length of the delay can lead to heat stress and sun burn if you
are not adequately protected. There is no shade or water to be found out on the course when waiting for your
start.
Rowers departing the course should do so by maintaining a line between Weston Park and the big red buoy broadly in
line with the BMRC/Daramalan pontoon, closest to the northern bank.
Thank you for your co‐operation; we look forward to welcoming you to our regattas.

Col Panton Marathon
ANU rowing 8 create a new marathon course record

The ANU rowing 8 of Mack Wilcox/Chris Ritchie/Riley Owen/David Wright/Wilf Finn/Nick Harris/Dylan
Conlan/Callum Mackenzie/Kieran Kelly took the Skippers Shield at the Col Panton Memorial Race with a
record course time of 22:35:24. The first finisher was Christabelle Northam, also from ANU in a single.
Elaine Bissaker/Mike Body/Dearne Grant/Peter Macartney (CRC) were the winners of the Cootapatamba,
coming in second.

BROs at the Col Panton Finish Line
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Head of the Molonglo – New ACT Rowing Event
Following on from the review and update of the Strategic Plan for 2010‐2014 earlier this year, a new rowing
event will be held in the ACT in November 2011 to address the identified need for our Territory to host an
additional, annual Head regatta which is attractive to local and interstate crews.
This regatta, to be called Head of the Molonglo (HotM), has received early development encouragement from ACT
Tourism, Rowing Australia and the National Rowing Centre of Excellence. With the advice and assistance of these
key parties, the Rowing ACT event organising sub‐committee for this event, will be working hard to ensure this
new flagship event builds to a full weekend of exciting rowing events. Ultimately, it is anticipated that this
weekend rowing festival will attract heavy interstate interest, which will highlight the impressive rowing venue
we have located in the very attractive central city precinct of the ACT.
The proposed HotM regatta schedule will evolve over the next few years to include:
 Nationally recognised long distance single scull event – time trial aimed at elite rowers seeking National team
selection and potentially internationals.
 The Head of the Molonglo – big boat distance event for all comers ‐ including prize money for fastest boats!
 Workshop/seminars – aimed at club competitors & visitors – local specialist presenters and facilities to be
ulitilised.
 Social event – a chance for visitors and locals to enjoy some land‐based relaxation and entertainment.
Trial and test events towards the inaugural HotM regatta next year are planned for December this year,
coinciding with the National Time Trial requirements already in place for this year. Rowers will be invited to be
part of history by participating in a course test over the weekend of December 17‐19, 2010. Further details on
this HotM course trial will be posted on the RACT website shortly.
The HotM organising committee would welcome offers of assistance from anyone in the rowing community who
has services or skills beneficial to the further development of this very exciting and worthwhile event. Please
contact Tom in the Rowing ACT office if you would like to contribute.

46th AGM of the ACT Rowing Association
The AGM was held on Wednesday 29th September at 6.30pm at the Canberra Grammar School Aquatic Centre, Yarralumla.
The Minutes of the last meeting were accepted and the audited statement accounts were reviewed. The following elections
were made:
President: David Bagnall
Vice‐President: Nick Hunter
Secretary: Patrick Davoren
Treasurer: Vince McMahon
Committee Members: Sue Davis, Mark Halpin, Vicky Newman & Debbie Styman
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Financial Health Of Rowing ACT
Rowing ACT is in a healthy financial position having achieved during
2009‐10 a profit of around $25,000. Its total equity at the end of the
financial year was some $138,000.
The focus in 2009‐10 was on increasing financial governance and
restoring the integrity of the accounts. This was achieved in a number
of ways.
• Regatta fees have long been open to disputation. Moving to a
system where the final program is the basis for invoicing has
resulted in greater clarity and a clear audit trail.
• Expeditious billing has been critical in minimising the potential
for dispute – this allows issues to be resolved while they are still
fresh in the minds of those involved.
• The Association transitioned to MYOB, which offers increased
functionality including in the way it deals with GST and pay
processing.
• Greater emphasis has been placed on financial documentation.
• The Association invested significantly in training the
Administrative Officer in the use of MYOB and sought expert
assistance during the transition to MYOB and in clarifying the
accounting treatment of certain items.
•
Importantly, some long running disputes around billing were resolved
with member clubs.
Looking ahead to 2010‐11, there is a need to continue to strengthen
financial governance and there will be a number of challenges.
• We have under‐performed on interest earnings. A new, higher
interest bearing account has been opened alongside the
operational account to provide greater flexibility in funds
management.
• The Association insurance needs to be reviewed in the light of
the tender processes undertaken by Rowing Australia. The
difficulties of overlapping insurance policies and potential
coverage gaps need to be addressed by the Association and it
hopefully will be able to facilitate similar reviews by member
clubs.
• There will be increased investment in equipment to better
provision the Boat Racing Officials. While the purchases only
reshape assets, consequent depreciation will affect the future
profit and loss position of the Association.
• Processes around asset control need to be strengthened.
• The Association will need to keep under review the greater call
on funds following its decision to contract out accounting
services to make the role of the Administrative Officer more
manageable.
• As always, effectively accessing grant monies will be important
in extending the reach of the Canberra rowing community.

Photos: Sue Davies

While Rowing ACT’s equity is satisfactory, it is not in a position to
undertake any major investments without significantly building up its
assets e.g. major course changes, supporting an aquatic facility or the
like.
Vincent McMahon Treasurer 1 November 2010.
4

Rowing ACT

November 2010

Tom Vincent Rowing ACTs’ New Administrative Officer
Some you may have met Tom Vincent at the Col Panton presentations, he started with RACT at the end of September
as Administrative Officer.
‘For the previous three years I have been the Assistant Baseball Coach at ACTAS while completing a double degree in
Sports Management and Coaching Science from the University of Canberra. Prior to coaching with ACTAS I played four
years of professional baseball in the U.S. I have also been employed as the Development Officer for A.C.T Baseball and
a Tour Guide at the AIS.
Although the majority of my previous experiences are in baseball, I am sporting enthusiast and am excited to learn
more about the sport of rowing so I can do the best job possible as your Sports Administrator.
Anthony Pardy has taken up a position as a Sport Administrator at Radford however, he is still involved with us on a
very part‐time basis doing our finances and of course as a rower.

Lake Rules
Developing an Understanding and Protocols

There has been some confusion amongst rowers over the operation of the law on Canberra Lakes, which can partly be
attributed to a lack of detail in the underlying legislative. An important goal for Rowing ACT in 2010‐11 is to develop a
document setting out both the law and safety policies to form the basis to a tripartite agreement with ACTAS and the
AIS. Clubs will be consulted on the document.
You would think that the starting point to examining the law would be the ACT’s Lakes Act 1976 and that is correct for
some waterways. However, most rowing is conducted in areas of Lake Burley Griffin governed by the Lakes
Ordinance, as amended, which is Commonwealth legislation. The two pieces of legislation largely mirror each other,
notwithstanding that even the same numbered provisions can vary slightly.
It does not take long to ascertain that the legislation largely focuses on motorised boats and sailing boats. However,
there are some important provisions that you need to be aware of under Rules for preventing collisions on a lake.
The following provisions, paraphrased, apply under both legislative instruments:
41 (5):‐ ‘Subject to section 47, where a boat propelled by oars and a sailing boat are approaching one another, so as to
involve risk of collision, the boat propelled by oars shall keep out of the way of a sailing boat’;
42:‐

where a boat needs to keep out of the way of another boat, ‘that other boat shall keep its course and speed
until the boats are clear of on another, unless to do so would involve risk of collision’;

43: ‐

a boat required ‘to keep out of the way of another boat shall, if practicable, keep from crossing ahead of the
other boat’; and

45 (1):‐ ‘A boat that is overtaking another boat shall keep out of the way of the other boat’.
Section 47 relates to racing rules and indicates that a boat on a lake taking part in a boat race is not required to
observe, in relation only to another boat taking part in the race, a provision of ‘this Division’ that conflicts with a rule
relating to the running of the race approved by the entity controlling the race.
Importantly, both legal instruments are silent on right of way between rowing boats and other such craft. To the
extent to which a legislative principle applies, arguably where two row boats are approaching each other involving the
risk of collision the boat that has the other boat on its own starboard side would need to keep out of the way of that
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other boat. Starboard is, of course, the right side of the boat looking in the direction of travel. This would mean, in
the case of a row boat, that it needs to give way to a boat coming from its bow side.
While it is critical, for rowing safety, to follow a rowing diagram, there is no legislative provision for such a document
that I could find. In other words, it may not be something a rower could rely on if an accident occurred.
Taking all this together, it is clear that a rower needs to stay clear of a sailing boat and any boat the rower is overtaking
but that, for boats in an organised race, different rules may apply between participants. While all rowers need to
proceed with great care, it would be wise to give way to any boat approaching from the bow side. For a tinnie, it is
required to keep out of the way of another power boat crossing from its starboard or right side and all sailing boats.
I have written to the Attorney‐General seeking clarification of right of way for non‐motorised craft under the Lakes
Ordinance, which is a good starting point given the Commonwealth’s expertise on maritime law. I would note that the
AFP referred me to the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea which does reinforce the need to give
way to starboard (or bow side for a rower). However, it is unclear whether those regulations would apply to Lakes in
the ACT which are not connected to a sea.
The best way of promoting rowing safety is for all to reach a common understanding of both the legal and rowing
requirements and Rowing ACT has already contributed to national guidelines being developed by Rowing Australia.
We are hopeful that this is something we can achieve this financial year.If you would like to discuss, or have any
suggestions or insights, you may wish to contact me at president@bmrc.org.au or treasurer@rowingact.org.au.
Vincent McMahon 1 November 2010 Note. (I am not a lawyer and my comments are exploratory. They should not be
relied upon in any way).

Regatta Safety Meeting 14 October 2010
In response to increasing pressure for Rowing ACT to relocate the hosting of major regattas away from Lady Denman
Drive to an alternate location, a meeting was convened in order to communicate concerns to, and invite discussion
from, the rowing community. The Australian Federal Police were represented by Constable Robert Young and Roads
ACT by Bob Paunovic, who together provided invaluable insight into the issues identified. In particular, RACT must
respond to illegal parking on both north and south sides of Lady Denman Drive, cyclist management and safety,
congestion resulting from boat trailers and the failure of past park ‘n ride schemes.

An often robust discussion highlighted many conflicting opinions. RACT is currently exploring a range of
options whilst being aware that it cannot continue to endorse the status quo – see letter to clubs
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ACT ROWING ASSOCIATION INC
Administrative Officer: Tom Vincent
Swimming Australia Building
Unit 9, 7 Beissel Street
Belconnen, ACT
Tel: (02) 6256 5905 Fax:(02) 6256 5955

PO Box 8366
ANU
ACT 0200
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